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Overview of the Year

Language Angels was implemented throughout KS2.
Fantastique Francais was introduced in each year group to consolidate previous learning and revisit
previously learnt vocabulary (like Flashback Maths).
French is being taught weekly rather than fortnightly which has ensured that previous learning isn’t lost.
Team teaching at the start of the year to ensure a consistent approach to learning.
French folders are used to store all French work and also to contain vocabulary sheets from previous
topics/years for children to use as a reference.
Writing in French is introduced much earlier in the curriculum.
Subject leader creates an overview of what will be covered each half term and supports teaching in each
year group.
Class teachers and HLTAs are now teaching French regularly as well as PPA teachers. This means more
opportunity for grammar and language cultural learning links. We hope that it will ultimately lead to more
embedded MFL learning in the classroom environment, and further opportunities to encourage children
whose first language is not English to feel included.

Curriculum Intent, Implementation, Impact

Intent French is taught across KS2 in accordance with the guidelines set out by the National
Languages Strategy. It is widely understood that the early acquisition of a foreign
language facilitates the learning of other languages later in life, and we are aware of
providing our pupils with the tools and skills required to do this. We aim to provide a
broad understanding of French, and to encourage language learning skills that can be
reflected to better understand the workings of English grammar. At St Mark’s we
recognise that we are living in an ever-changing global community. Learning French is a
bridge to communication with other communities, and broadens cultural understanding.

By learning the basics of French, children:
● are introduced to language in a way that is fun, and that builds confidence and

resilience.
● begin to recognise the advantages of communicating in another language, and

feel empowered to do so.
● develop a deeper interest in language, while engaging in its structure,

pronunciation and purpose.
● develop a broad working vocabulary.
● recognise links to grammar in the English curriculum, and thereby improve

competence in their existing language.

Understand and respond to increasingly complex spoken and written language.

Discover and develop an appreciation for the French language and culture.

Improve understanding of English through knowledge and learning of French language
and grammar.

Develop communication skills, presented in both spoken and written words.

Understand the purpose of learning a language through authentic materials.



Implementation In Spring 2021 we introduced structured planning from Language Angels, a resource
which keeps abreast of development and change, and which enables all teachers to
access language teaching. Children learn words and phrases in French through
speaking, reading, listening and writing, but also gain insights into a culture different from
their own. Intercultural understanding enhances their learning and enjoyment, and builds
on the school’s ethos of respecting other people and taking an active interest in the wider
world.

Impact Children are more engaged in lessons, as they see that their own teachers - not just PPA
- are engaged in French themselves.

From regular weekly lessons being delivered we are finding that the vocabulary learnt is
being retained better.

Fantastique Francais is helping to consolidate previous learning at the start of every
lesson. Vocabulary sheets for each unit are distributed on coloured stock, so children can
find them quickly in their files, and use them to refer to during lessons. It also means that
learning from previous units can be easily accessed by the children.

What Performance Information do you monitor for your subject? - such as book looks, data, planning, pupil
conferencing etc

Planning discussions between staff weekly influence what we teach next.
Pupil folders used in every lesson - work checked and teacher marked, and shows evidence of learning,
intents and outcomes.
Half-termly assessments. Written form for each class introduced as trial in Summer 2.

What was progress like within your subject? - eg - good, assessment shows …

Formal assessments show that progress is generally good.
Children are accessing more complex units by Year 5 and Year 6 than previously.

What THREE questions are you considering for future developments in your subject? - eg - effective
fieldwork, teacher confidence, more engagement, pupil views, units that make the biggest impact and why
etc
.

1. How can we increase exposure of pupils to French outside the allotted lesson time?
2. We have done some things in the past which are lost, in the new scheme - eg Galette des Rois
celebration, singing a French carol in Y5 and 6, tasting galette sauccisse in Y5, finger rhymes in Y3 and Y4.
If/when it becomes possible to reintroduce a few of these, it may be possible for enrichment, and to ensure
that not every French lesson starts from a ppt.
3. How can we make a languages day irresistible across the whole school.

How does your subject help to further develop inclusion and diversity in and outside the school gates? - how
does your subject promote inclusion (SEND, vulnerable pupils, EAL etc) How does your subject promote &
bring to life diversity?

● French can be a good leveller - everybody starts from the lowest point of learning a new language.
All children can shine.

● Skills are balanced between speaking, listening, reading, understanding - there is scope for children
to flourish at different things and develop their own strengths. As each lesson reflects all these
aspects, with immediate adult feedback, all children should find something they can engage with and
feel successful at.

● Tasks are well scaffolded to support learning. With most tasks, there are explicit options available to
support less confident children, and to challenge more able.

● EAL: French lessons give children for whom English may be a second language a chance to share
their own knowledge and experiences of language; we celebrate diversity.



● An important aspect of learning French is increasing awareness of other cultures and groups around
the world. Lessons refer to the global Francophile world, and Language Angels teaching materials
reflect a diversity of ethnicity and some disability. (Note: Language Angels currently uses only female
voice for audio files. AFS challenged them about this in January 2022, asking for more balance, and
this has been heard - we await the outcome as they are starting to overhaul and improve existing
units.) There is good awareness in planning that some children may not wish to talk about
themselves or their own families, and there are always options to practise with that may enable them
to feel safer.

If there was ONE thing you could change or develop in your subject what would it be?

We would like children to leave St Marks believing that speaking more than one language is entirely normal,
desirable - and achievable.

What resources have you added to support your subject this year and what was their impact on learning?
-eg - new PE equipment, science equipment, history boxes, DT booklets etc.

Purchasing Language Angels. This has really helped with consistency of teaching across year groups. It has
also provided support to class teachers to teach the subject with more confidence. It has enabled a whole
school approach to assessment of French ensuring that the skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing.

What key resources do you still need and why? Maximum of three!

Classroom display resources, probably different for each year group, eg velcro calendars for Year 5, posters
to support eg learning fruit names Y3. MFL leaders to investigate.

Why do we teach what we teach?

What are the
SIX key skills for
your subject?

12 according to the National Curriculum:
By the end of key stage 2, pupils should be able to:
1. Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and
responding.
2. Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link
the spelling, sound and meaning of words.
3. Engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and
respond to those of others; seek clarification and help.
4. Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language
structures.
5. Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when
they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases.
6. Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences.
7. Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing.
8. Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language.
9. Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that
are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary.
10. Write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express
ideas clearly.
11. Describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing.
12. Understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including
(where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of
high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply
these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to
English.

How do you
ensure that
every skill is
taught within
your subject?

See Language Angels statements, breaking these skills down year by year.



What is your
rationale for the
curriculum
organisation of
your subject?
Inc. time
allocation, how
often it is taught,
links to other
subjects & why,

In a very crowded curriculum, we aim to ensure that children across Key Stage 2 get at
least 30 minutes of quality French teaching per week. This is delivered alternately by
class teachers and PPA teachers.
The units we have chosen were recommended by Language Angels in 2021 as a
sequence for building a progression of skills across KS2. Within that, we have made
some minor modifications, to enable a better fit with topics being taught (such as Planets,
in Aut 1 for Y5). We have also substituted stronger units where we felt that a better one
was available (eg ‘As tu un animal’ in Y5 for Spring 1 in place of ‘Au Cafe’ which is
weaker and currently up for revision); we have discussed this with the Language Angels
team.

What have you
done to confirm
that everything
in the NC is
covered?

See Language Angels documentation.

Describe what a
good learner of
your subject
looks like when
they leave St
Mark’s. What
are the key
components of
a good learner
in your subject?

● Shows increasingly skilful oracy, including listening, speaking and interaction.
● Is familiar with a range of strategies for learning a language, including songs,

rhymes, repetition, dictionaries, games and more.
● Has begun to develop vocabulary around a range of topics, as well as the

grammatical technicalities of the language.
● Is always prepared to try, and makes links in their wider learning.
● Shows understanding of the cultures of the countries where French is spoken,

including similarities and differences

What does marking, feedback and assessment look like in your subject? - think about Live Feedback, FAGS
etc.

Most feedback is immediate in lessons.
Some is through marking, although this is mostly for celebration purposes/reward.
Formal assessment at the end every unit contributes to assessment statements for reports.

How do you know marking, feedback and assessment has been effective for children’s progress?

Children are enthusiastic about French and are making expected progress.

What provision do you make for SEND & vulnerable children in your subject? - how is work scaffolded, how
might tasks be adapted?

The Language Angels planning resources offer a range of more scaffolded tasks for less confident children,
and challenges for more able children - teachers can decide if this is necessary, or if it is better to adapt the
expected outcome of a task on the spot.
As lessons regularly involve photocopied sheets, these are usually able to be copied onto coloured paper for
children who require this.

How do you ensure ‘challenge’ for all in your subject and in particular those who are GDS? - what could
children who progress quickly or already know things be challenged?

The Language Angels planning resources suggest challenges for more able children. Sometimes it is
feasible to offer children a choice of tasks based on challenge - this will happen more as we continue with
this planning in the longer term, and their confidence grows.

What training and development have you received in your subject? - courses, books read, social media
followed, subject associations joined etc.



We found Language Angels after MFL leaders attended an on-line training session relating to the curriculum
at the end of 2020
In July 2022, MFL leaders joined a training session about setting up a languages day.
In September 2022 a new Hampshire languages hub contacted the school and we await developments.

How has this training and development impacted the learning and progress of children?

n/a

What barriers to developing your subject have you encountered and how have you overcome these? - If you
haven’t overcome these, you may want to write what would help.

Teacher experience has been the biggest single obstacle to developing French in the school. Purchase of
the Language Angels planning, with its thorough approach, excellent and detailed planning and teacher
support, and embedded sound files, has enabled KS2 teachers to build confidence. Feedback suggests that
the teachers are genuinely enjoying using the resource, and love the enthusiastic response of the children,
and we shall continue to support them in this.

What are the key elements of your action plan for Sept 2022 - July 2023.

● Continue developing lesson plans and reviewing progress, using Language Angels, but considering
other areas of possible enrichment.

● Continue supporting teacher development, to enable more language teaching across the school.
● Continue a dialogue with the Language Angels team, to ensure we are getting the best out of the

link.
● Develop ideas for a celebration of language across the school.
● French Cultural day celebrated across the school- Thursday 30th March.
● Following a hub on-line meeting, AFS has redesigned the vocabulary sheets for each unit to make

them more practical and child and user friendly; trialled in Aut2, continuing.
● Following some confusion with Y5 unit in Aut2, AFS to contact LA about updates.


